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MATTH-.V. 34,3536, 37-. 

But 1 fay unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven, for it s God's throne : nor by the earth, 
for it is his foorſtool + neither Jeruſalem, 
for it u the" City of the great King, | Neither 
ſhalt thou floor: by thy bead, becauſe:; thou 
Canſt 'not make one bair white 'or black. But 
let your communication be, Tea, yea; Nay, nay; 
for whatſoever is more tha this, ey of. 
evil. | 


a ſenſe of his Authority, are Principles 
ſuppoſed by the Laws of God, is from 

hence evident, that in great; part the proceſs * 
of our Courts depends-upon Teſtimony given © 'V 
eſe the obligation of an Oath; for-though  '* 
þ oFan Oath there, .is required by Hu- 
mane. Authority; yet the peculiar obligation 3 

it lays upon-us. to ſpeak the Truth, is antece» - 
all Humane Laws, being: founded ori> - 7 
ginally - our Duty, to God:  Wherefote 3 
an Ott in - th of fome-uſe ad. 3 


| Tx Relivion and the fear of God, and”. i 
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reverence which is due to an Oath, 
.keev men at a wide diſtance from the 
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of the: reaſon whereby it obligeth , it is an- 
Act of Religion; for this reaſon it is highly 
conducible to the end of Civil Government, 
to maintain a ſenſe of Religion in the minds 
of men ; and particularly it muſt -be>of great , 
uſe 'to make them . obſerve thoſe: Laws of 
God, which are'plainly deſigned to ſecure the 


and to 
danger 


of Perjury : Such is that Law of | our Saviour, 
which'l have read to you, which therefore 
doth nor tend 'more: to: the Honour of God, 
than to the Common Good'of Mankind ; and 


= this no-man can be ignorant'of, who conſiders 


upon all the Afﬀairs of Humane Life. 


= * is ſuppoſed to all Adminiſtrations of 


77 > Mp 
Z 


and by which we are-cither ſtrongly. gu 


"Y matters of Fact, which. will be' no other 
E decided; it'is this which muſt cither direct 
Wor miſguide the wiſeſt Magiſtrates; ahd. make 
a3 their Sentence it ſelf either right'or. wrong'; 


gs Iyjury, bh almoſt incvitally expoſed to 


What a vaſt influence the uſe of an Oath hach 


This 1s. 


that whereby we /come to confide in one 
another about things of the greateſt moment 
to our lives; this is that which is, ſo often 
heceſſary to ſecure our Properties, to ſive us 
from wrong, and to make even our Enemy to. 
vIY do' us right ; it is this which' all Proceſſes in.- 
ws Courts of Jadicature are governed by, which. 
Juſtice, 


and gives an end to all Controver ies” about 


ways 
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it; Of how; afcat 66a therefore muſt it 
beto the good of all men, to have the reverence 
of an Oathi ſecured, and to-mike every man 
tremble at the thought of Perjury, ſince the 
World cannot be well-governed, nor the Ag- 
miniſtrations of Juſtice go forward, without 
the uſe of Oaths? And yet we had better be 
without them, in as many caſes as there ate 
wherein Men are nat afraid 'to. be Forſworn, 
And yet alas! it is the daily complaint of our 
Age, That the fear of an Oath is almoſt baniſh- 
ed out of the World : And although it be really 
a thouſand times more dreadful to profane the 
Name of -God,' by calling him to be a witneſs 


aA; PIO" "1+ 2p» 
o : - ” 


to our#Lies, than it would be. to play before ' 3 


the Mouth of. a Cannon while it. was Firing z 
'yet, if we may believe the Reports which are 

; ſometimes made from Courts. of Judicarure, 
there are very few Peaſants ſo puſillanimous 
|/ but they are hardy enough. to Swear to any 
| thing; and. with equal confidence to contras 
| dit one another in the-plaineſt 'matrers, and 
when under an <qual- obligation to ſpeak:the 
' Truth, by the Invocation of the dreadful Name 
of God... Now if we would enquire how the 
facrednefs,of an' Ozth is grown into ſuch cor 
tempt, Ido nor queſtion but . the common 
frequent uſe of Swearing in our ordinary 
Converſationg; would be found at leaſt accel 
fary.to that. diſhonour which is done- to Ged, 
and that miſchief. to'men by the ſo frei went 
hos of our "7 Oaths are grown ſo 
7 | familiar 
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familiar with us, that men have forgotten the - 
nature and true uſe of them, and are not ſfen- 
ſible, that they call the Divine Vengeance upon 
themſelves, if their Teſtimonies be not exatly 
true ; they have been proſtituted to the mean-_ 
eſt Services, and profan'd by common ule ; 
and then no wonder if the Sacred Obligation 
peculiar to them be forgotten, when they are 
uſed 'in thoſe ſpecial caſes for which they 
ought to be reſerved; thereſore if \we would 
do any thing to recover the fear of.an Oath 
MV amongſt our Country-men, we muſt endea- 
W vour to do it by means contrary to. thoſe 
£8 whereby it hath been fo generally loſt, thar is, 
x By abſtaining our ſelves, and not only,ſo, but 
A by difluading and: reſtraining others as much 
as 1n us lies, from that familiar and faſhiona- 
ble Swearing which is one of the great re- 
proaches of our Age ; to which end I ſhall en- 
deavour to explain the meaning and reaſon of 
theſe words of our Saviour. 

And in them I ſhall conſider, . | 

x. TheLaw it ſelf, Swear ot at al; but let 
your communication be, Tea, yea ; Nay, nay. . 

2. The fanion and reaſon of this Law, 
Viz, I. The Authority of our Saviagur, \But 7' 
ſay unto you. 2. The nature of the thivg it (elf, 
For whatſoever is more than this, cometh of evil, 


In the Law it ſelf we are to. conſider the 
_ Prohibition, and the Precepr. © 2; 
' 1:*The Prohibition; which.contains; ' - © © 


x. A general Rule, Swear not at as. 
2. Some particular inſtances whereto the 
Rule extends, Neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, 
nor by Jeruſaltm, nor by thy head. mT 
3- The Reaſon why the Rule extends to 
theſe Inſtances ; not by Heaven, for 2t is God's 
 . Throne; not by the Earth, for 2 zs his footſtool : 
not by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of the great 
King ; not by thy Head, for thou canſt not make 
one hair white or black, — FE. | 
Let us begin with the general Rule, Swear 


not at all. From which words the Anabaptiſts 


and Quakers have contended, That an Oath, 
or an Appeal to God that what we fay is true, 
is in no caſe lawful : I ſhall here ſhew the con- 
_ trary, and prove, that the meaning af the Rule 
is this, 'That we are not to Swear in our com- 
mon*and daily Converſation with Men ; and 
this will appear, | 

r. By comparing the Prohibition with the 
Precept. of 


2. With the particular inſtances whereunto 


the mn extends. 

:. With the Precept, But let your communica» 
tion be; Tea, yea; Nay, nay, (4.e, ) Let this be 
' the mantigr of your ordinary difcourſe, barely 
to-affirm or deny, or if need be, ſometimes witli 
vehemence, which perhaps is intimated by the 
repetition of yea and way. - 

Now it. is plain, if this be the ſenſe of the 


Precept, that the Prohibition doth not extend 


to- Cafes 


» 


which belong'not to the common and 
As ordinary 


+ Jl 


ent. 
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ordinary. Converſation of Men, ſuch as the de- 
ciding of Controverſies for the ſecurity of the 
publick peace ; the aſſuring of fidelity to the 
Government, and the ratifying of Leagues, &c. 
which are caſes properly excepted from this 
Rule of an uſual and ordinary communication 


vidence, as by Heaven, or by the Earth; ;or by 

Feruſalem, or by their Head, whightfre the 

Inſtances here noted by our Saviour. Second- 

ly, ſome of them, and particularly the Pharz- 

| ſees, taught, that the Guilt of | Perjury was 
not incurr'd, when a falſhood was atteſted by 

theſe kind of Oaths, excepting only in the Caſes - 
of Swearing by the Gold of the Temple,” and 'the 

| Gift . 


4 8 & a *®. et — Me. at. a. 


oa. IF Yee : = '7 £ 
RES ALY 


- Ke + "RS - : . =. G5 $5". gf FES A =" 4 
"23" &, En ets. wt Eat” IE | . Flt WER” TIC Tos CIS EEE WS 
+ ET . > Rn”! AS ah , ERALE-” + bj : witeo WE FC STS | 41 YR 
£ x 6 "BF Tha F " Xe. tw? H 4dr, WA v3 Ze 4 bb 
. - Sid . n Ws / gf © {Et nos < SI Loh + ! 
; , , # & 3 a £ Ws Þ 1 ys RA 4 4 k. , i / *% Fas 
"i "1K PHO10D 
v 4 . 
* i 


Gift upon the Altar ; by which Oaths "they 
acknowledged themſelves to be bound, as we 
find Mat. 23. (z.e., either to ſpeak the Truth, 
or to the Penalty of Falſe-Swearing : Hence, 
] fay, that our Saviour's words, Swear not all, 
neither by «Heaven, &c. being ſpoken to Per- 
ſons who well enough underſtood the Dos» 
&rines and Practiſes of their Countreymen in 
this matter, could niot reaſonably be thoughr 
to have any other' meaning than this, Thar 
they ought not to Swear by the Creatures 
of God in any of thoſe Caſes wherein it 
is unlawful to Swear by the Almighty him- 
ſelf, (ze, ) in their uſual Communication | 
with one another : For it ſeems the Jews them- 
ſelves were not arrived to that inſolence, which 
it is ſoflreadful to think that Chriſtians now= 
a-days thould not ſcruple, of profaning the 
Name of-the Moſt High God, by calling him 
at every turn to be Witneſs of their talk : And 
therefore our Saviour found it needleſs to for- 
bid: them Swearing by his-Name; for they al- 
ready believed that to be an impious thing ; 
but he tells them, they muſt neither Swear by 
Heaven, nor by any thing elfe;'as if he had 

ughave been allowed to. liberty of 
Swearing aF oft as you pleaſe, provided you 
do not uſe the Name of God himſelf; it is 
ordinary with you to Swear by Heaven, and 
Earth, and by the Temple, and your Lives 
and Souls; and-thiat in thoſe Caſes wherein. . 


you rightly believe i it would be a profane rudes. . 
neſs 


o — "rim y 
- BSE * 4 54 a5 Ew. IE» a” IP Fees 4.4 ” I - Þ I 
EE oo EEC i Ione egos ge oe oe , PS TD no a ISIS |," ROE 
Ws | ", Me ES... RT $ Ea | 7 "BO FIA>-" % = £- KT BY Gaby Kel » +. Ee 2 F is 5 a GE 
« iv _ . % 001; * 62S We a ht —_ kN" 438; by " C20 we” FI 7 +4 5 ” a” 
ed af 7 $206 To * <=" # Y F© T/ 2p Re: Lo IG +. —y XY - 
: i £ 4 4 > 2 w "Y s -” 
SY : 
. 


24h oh Wk 

W547 Tn —”_ 
ab + GL REASOT 30 

A..+ « o oF 
27; 197% - bake: al 


| . f fi g i - f F 3 Þþ , I ed 


neſs to invoke the Majeſty of God diredly ; 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all ; you ſhall 
not henceforth take the liberty, of uſing any 
kind of Oaths in thoſe Caſes wherein you are 
not to appeal to God himſelf ; but upon 
all theſe occaſions, whatever . you aſſert, or 
whatever you promiſe, uſe the ſimplicity and 
plainneſs of ſome 'affirmation or denial. And 
thus our Saviour reſtrained the licentiouſneſs 
of thoſe common Swearers,. that thought they 
might ſafely Swear by Heaven, and uſe the 
like Oaths at any time, and upon any occa- 
ſion; and withal corrected that abuſe which 
the Doctrine of the Phariſees had brought 
into this Practice, viz. That Men were not lia» 
ble to the guilt of Perjury by ſuch Oaths as 
theſe were ; which I ſhall more diſtinQtly ſhew 
under the third Head. The meaning'then of 
our Saviour's Prohjbition is not this, ' That it 
is unlawful at any time to Swear by the Name 
of God ; but that it is unlawful to Swear by 
any Creature in any Caſe, wherein it would 
be ſo to appeal direAtly to the Knowledge and 
Juſtice of God himſelf. 4 Y 

2. As to thoſe Inſtances by which the gene- 
ral Rule is explained, it 1s obſeryeable, /._ 

x. That Swearing by any. of the Creatures 
is forbidden, not only by Aeaven and Earth, 
which with the reſt are particularly menti- 
oned by our Saviour, becauſe theſe forms of 
Swearing were moſt in uſe amongſt the 


Jews. tags 
| 2, We. 
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'2. We are to note, that our Saviour calls it 


[3 
ul Swearing, to uſe theſe forms of Speech in at- 
yl teſting what we ſay; they are not ſo many 


ref words loſt, as we may be inclined to think, 
n | but we bring upon our ſelves the obligation of 
Yr en Oath, by the uſing of them, as ſhall pre» 
dF fſently appear. If indeed any ways of ſpeaking 
df have obtained amongſt us, which look like 
is | Swearing, but are not, being altogether unapt 
y || to excite aby Thought of Divine Juſtice, I do 
e | not queſtion, but they are to be laid aſide too, 
i- | becauſe ſurely the Prohibition of Swearing.at 
h i all, excludes not only all real, but all broken, 
t | apiſh and inſignificant Oaths ; but if it were 
| not ſo, one would think that a fmall meaſure 
Ss | of Sobriety and Wiſdom ſhould keep a man 
v | from debaſing and vilifying the acknowledged 
f | forms of ſpeaking that are peculiar to Oaths, 
tf by applying them to ſuch fenſleſs ſounds, as 
e | make-them to ſignify nothing 3 'Tis a good 
Y | Rule which a wiſe man hath given, Thar all 
d ' forms, beſides thoſe wherein -there is an ime 
d | mediate. appeal to God, ar better avoided 
|| when there is need of, Swearing; and. when 
- | thereis'no need, we ſhould not Swearat all, 
neither by Heaven, nor by any.thing elſe. Let 
s | us now conſider, | | 8] 
, 3- The Reaſons why the Prohibition extends 
- || to theſe inſtances, and the like, Not by Zea» 
f Nl wer, for it is God's Throne ; and he that ſweareth © 
> | 4 Heaven, ſweareth by the Throne of God, and 
him that fitteth thereon, Matth. 2 3. Not by the 
Et {$0 nagt, of - SEarth, 
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Earth, for it is his footſtool; - It 1s 2 remarkable 
ſubjec> of his Providence ; and to Swear hereby, 
is in effect all one as to appeal to God that 
upholds it by his Power: Not by Jeruſalem, 
nor any- holy place that hath a peculiar relati- 
on to God, for the ſame reaſon; nor by thy head, 
for thou Lan not make one haie white or Lack, 
(z. e.) thou haſt no power over thy life, and 
art ſo unable to ſubſiſt independently upon God, 
that thou canſt nor ſo much as alter'the colour 
of thine Hair : Now fince thy Head, thy Life 
BP and Safety,depends upon the Divine Providence, 
* to Swear by thy Head, and by thy Life, and 
ſ conſequently by thy hope of Life 'and Salvati- 
on, is indeed to Swear by him upon. whom 
thou dependeſt for thy life, and who only hath 
all power to fave and to deſtroy ; ſo thar the 
- general reaſon why theſe Oaths are to be avoid- 
ed, is becauſe they are. equivalent to formal 
Swearing by the Creator of all things, and 
contrary to the Opinion of the Phariſees : 
brought an Equal Obligation upon him that I * 
uſed them, Swearing downright by out 
Maker : Now they ackhowledged, that Swear- 
10g diretly by the Name of ' God,” and where 
that . was uſed;* was not lawful”in' their ordi- || 
nary occaſions of ſpeaking ; our Saviour pro- | 
ceeds upon'this ſuppoſition, and infers, Theres I # 


——_ a—_—_ LES Ms g—_ 


fore it is not lawful to uſe thoſe other Oaths | t| 
upon thoſe- occafions, becauſe they implied an} 1 
appeal to the&Juſtice and the Qmaipreſence-of | Þ 
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explain the Prohibition cnined; in as Law 
of Chriſt. 
As for the Precept, But /er your communicati= 
on be, Tea, yea; Nay, nay; it needs no farther 
inquiry into the ſenſe of it, the plain meaning 
of them already appearing to be this : Con» 
tent your ſelves with bare affirming and deny- 
ing whatever you have occaſion to ſpeak of, 
| | without adding thereto any kind of Oaths and 
|| Imprecations. 
b And thus much. concerning the Law it ſelf, 
> | which one would think were as eaſy to be praCti- 
p 
d 


LOS," 


ſed, as it is to be underſtood ; and certainly "Y 
1s great pity that any man ſhould need much 2" 
. || perſuaſion to keep it ; but if-it ſhould be fo, os 
1 | we do not want Arguments clear and ſtrong: 
h | <nough to prevail with any conſidering Perſon; 
e || and theſe are contained in the Sanction of this 
- | Law; which is the. ſecond thing I am to ſpeak 
F| Flap and which I-have already told you is foun- 
de 
? | Upon the Authority of our Bleſſed 'Lord 
and Sayiour, 
2, Upon the Reaſon of the Law it ſelf. 
ks _ 
7.;/The Authority of our fr in who eſta- 
bliſhed this'Law by theſe words, But 7 ſay unto 
you. T do .not find any ſuch expreſs Prohibi- 
tion of Swearing, in ordinary Converſation as 
this, before our Saviour's time ; not but that 
81 think-the veawiRinots of that liberty which 
0 here he abſtidgeth: his Diſciples of, might by 
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tings of Moſes, and the Prophets ; but what 
need we look for any other Rule in this matter 


which we have received from the Son of God 
himſelf? There can now be no diſpute, whether 
we may lawfully Swear in thoſe Caſes wherein 
an Oath is-needlcfs ; for our Lord's Command 
is ſo full againſt it, 'thar a queſtion hath been 
made, though upon no juſt ground, Whether 
it be lawful for a Chriſtian ro. Swear at all? Now 
if the ſenſe of our Saviour's Authority Gan pres 
vail with us to do any thing in obedience to 
him, it will not fail ro govern us-in this mat- 
ter, where the performance of his Will is ſo 


Temptation that can faſten upon our ſenſual 
Luſts and Appetites; nor can be refolved eafily 
into any other Cauſe, but a Spirit .of| Contra- 
A diction to the Goſpel of our Lord ; which may 
#P make ws aſtoniſhed, that in an Ape pretending 
| to the Worſhip of God, in a Nation formed in- 
to a Chriſtian Church, ſo many {heal 

found of almoſt all Qualities and-Degrees,"! 


by refuſing to make ſo ſmall an” atknowledg- 
ment- of it, as the keeping of a Law ſo eaſy 
as this.; that we ſhould thus put into our Diſs 
courſe a: peculiar Character,' to ler the World, 
know, that: we are no Chtiſtians, = we! 
were Baptized into't the __ | 


hot conſequence be inferred from the Wri: ; 


beſides: this, which is ſo plain and expreſs, and 


| eaſy, and the violation of it is not rewarded by 
any gain or pleaſure, nor ſollicited by any © 


bid defiance to the Authority. of our ; Saviour, | 
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it ſhould not be obſerved -by our pradtices, 
that we ſhould take care to diſcover it. by. our 
language, that we are none- of thoſe who be- 
lieve Jeſus to be the Son of God: If we had'no 
other reaſon, but the Will of our Lord and 
| Saviour to rule us in this matter, that certainly 
| ſhould beenough toconclude us ; he that ſhould 
| | wanta fartherobligation, deſerves to beranked \ 


with Heathens and Infidels 5 and yet the thing 

which our Saviour. here forbids,. is evil in it 
, | felf too, and contayns many foul-and deteſtable 
. | Immoralities in its own nature; and therefore 
; || the common Swearer's Sin, how enormous 
- | muſt it needs be, who refuſeth to do a very 
; | ſmall matter#to avoid ſo great a guilt! That 
7 the heinouſneſs whereof may yet farther appear, 
i ſhall proceed to the 
1 Second: Conſideration under this Head, vis. 
y The Reaſon'of the Law ir ſelf, which is con- 
. | tained in theſe words, Whatſoever i is more than 


p | the plainneſs of affirmation and'denial in com- 
os || mon diſcourſe, cometh of evil; I will therefore 
- | <2deayour theſe two following things. = 
a r- I&:make it appear what thoſe evil diſpo- "1 
o ay ongatReay hich this practice implies. _ 
r, . To examine. the pretences that are only 


” poſſible palldge in exctſe,pf it. Now 
y | if men are led to it by no good Principle ; if 
{ | the diſpoſitions thereunto are wholly- evil; if 
i £ evil be implied in--the very. pretences brought 
wy 
ſt 
it 


to excuſe it 5-1 othing cam be farther deſired to 
| ate that this 45 tobe concluded , viz. 
| - ih That 
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G "That it is an petrdnotiey" to & in 'our Cle 
munication; and whatſoever is more than that 
LE ſimplicity of Language which our Sdviour's 
Rule confines us to, cometh of evil, © — , 
The true Principles and Cauſes inclining men 
to —_ practice, are theſe: 
. Want of Reverence towards God. | 
2+ 'Careleſneſs'of avoiding the Crime of Per- 


Jury. 
 Immodeſty and Pride. ' |; 

4+ Lightneſs and vanitygof mind. And in- 
deed there mult be all theſe things together to 
make up a common Swearer ; for if he*either 
had reverent Thoughts of God; or feared to be 
Forſworn 3 or if he had but a little:modeſty 
and good manners, or any tolerable. meaſure 
of a ſteddy and ſerious ſpirit, any one of theſe 
_ would ſecure him. 

x. Cuſtomary Swearing pero 5 irre- 
verence towards God ; for unleſs,,a-man had 
very mean-and diſhonourable Thoughtsof God, 
how durſt he make ſo: bold. with hin As-t0 
affirm nothing ſo filly, and'tranſaq t nothing 7 fo 
trivial and mean, bur he muſt ſurimag8God.to 
be his Witneſs 2 Reverence of the / Detty.15 $-al- 
ways exdbeſſed. by ſeparating Holy y ings 
vile and commorr uſes; and beegyule * 
CE 1s an-appeal "tothe Knowledge and Juſtice of 
Bs God, it is greater rudeneſs to preſs it to unne- 
3 ceſfry' Services, than 4t''would' be: for tie 
meaneſt of. People to; call» the''King out-of __ 
Throne to hear; every" idle Tale! they broug at 
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not. one jot the. more wary in their talk ; and 
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againſt one another. If an Oath be an holy 

thing, let-us uſe it as wedo thoſe holy places, 
which we do not put to all Imploymeats, but 
reſerve them for their peculiar uſe. What a 
contempt of Religion would it be. for men. to” 
bring their Markets into the Houſe of God, 
and 'pretend to ſanRtify their worldly Affairs 
and Pleaſures, by tranſacting them 1n the place 
of his Worſhip? I do not ſee but *tis altogerher 
as irreligious to mix our talk with Oaths upon 
every occaſion ; for hereby we make as cheap 
with God, as by proſtituting any other Sacred 


thing toa common and trivial uſe. 


2. It argues a man not to fear that horrid 
Crime of Perjury ; for if he were afraid of it, 
how cautious. and deliberate would he bez e're 
he ventured\to affirm any- thing upon,Oath ? 
Id-conſider whether it were Exactly 
true, whether it were certain, or only proba- 
ble 3 whether he was not liable to miltake, or 
miſinformation, in the caſe, and many other 
things which are often neceſlary,,to come uns 
der.conſideration with that man that trex bles 


at thi e thc ught of Perjury ; but the light is not - 


more* Clear at mid»day , than . that common 
Sweaxers trouble themſelves with - none - of 
theſe * ghts'; What they. ſay at a ven». 


ture \ thay boldly Swear 3 what they raſhly 
utter, they. as raſhly add Oaths and Cur- 
tiog. makes them 


the flipperineſs. of their Tongues, not at all 


the more e afraid of an Oath ; whichis a plain Ar- 


Cumeny, 


he 
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gument , that they havs lietle epprelidndion 
of Perjury, and are not afraid to be Forſworn ; 
for I ſay, Did we ever find that thoſe who are 
given to Swearing, are more deliberate and 
ſlow to ſpeak than other men? Do they weigh 
their words with more exaQtneſs? Do they 
refrain from looſneſs of talk, and diffolute- 
neſs'of Mirth and Jollity more than thoſe who 
are content to ſpeak upon their honeſt word ? 
No, bur on the contrary, they are uſually more 
free and prodigatl of their diſcourſe; their words 
are guided with leſs confideration and judgment, 
and their Tongues hang more loofly in their 
Heads than is obſervable in other'-men ;- nay, 
it is well known, that they are then moſt plen- 
tiful of their Oaths, when they are leaſt able to 
govern their talk with diſcretion, (2.e.) when 
they are drunk either with Wine 
and what numerous Perjuries then in all likeli- 
hood are theſe men, guilty of ! ray, 'it-is not 
improbable but ſome of them may be For- 
ſworn every day they riſe ; for though men 
may pleaſe themſelves with thinking 'that'they 
do but ſwear in jcft, yet the obligation 
Oath is not to be laughed away ;'when 'me 
ſwear they will do this or that, which wmey by 
they intend not at all; or tharſueh "thing 1 
true, which they know is falſe, they are n« 
vertheleſs guilty of Perjury, for not minding 
that they are fo, fince a Sin ceaſeth not to be 
what it 1s, meerly by the ſtupidity of a man' 
Confcience; but all that cart be” faid in thi 
caſe is, That _ are 'not apprehenſive of the 
guil 
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eo, nor $i, oF of _ crime of Polk. which 4 
is that Immorality that I charge the common - 
, Swearer withal; and this St. Au/tin was fo ſen- 
d ſible of, that the reaſon which he af 12ns why 
h our Saviour prohibited unneceſſary Oaths,1 
yl this, »e perjuri fimus, leſt we ſhould be forlworn, 
el which every man 1s in apparent danger of, g- 
0 who promiſcuouſly adds Oaths to his Talk, -as 
|? I have already noted. And doubtlefs -he- that 
re reſuſeth to ſecure himſelf from Perjury that 
is way which our . Saviour hath preſcribed,. de- 
rl clares plainly enough that he is not ſo careful 
irfl  2gainſt it, as a due ſenſe of the foulneſs of that 
vl Sin would-make him. That in the buſineſs of 
nll an Oath men ere obliged to proceed with 
to great care and deliberation, 1s a thing ſo plain, _ 
21 - that I ſhould be aſhamed to go about the pro- © 
 ving of it: And I am confident, if men would © 
iye themſelves to weigh the Truth of every 
oy Fo they affirmed, before they would venture 
rto it, they would ſpare a great many 
of their Oaths ; and if they found it were &x- 
ily true, they would be immediately ſen{ible, | 
128 it deſerved not ſo ſolemn a_confirmatton, 8 
; and'bve aſhamed of rhe vanity of doing fo great «3 
a thing to-no purpoſe.; which is a conſideratis 8 
on that Fſhall by and by more paxicularly offer. 
In the mean time, 

3. Needles: Swearing argues Inmadelly. and 
Pride, and an arrogant ſpirit. Few: things are 
more unſeemly in a man, than to affirm every ls. 
thing with confidence, and to be peremptory « 2? 
in wal his talk, for this is to impoſe upon, bis # 

B 2 Com- 


y 4% Rin 6h PE VET iQ LM 4 ad is 
" Y + I kb 5 OE, > 87 4" XW0 : Cog ey Pu | Lbs y 
RSG SR I; 24 ns: > 2 5p g 
” ed RR. a DR RR ds IE : 
"08 Rar RIC e's Sy 0s by. 
RIES ITE * Ih. © 
; 3x z % ; 
- M a % 
- v i* 
4 $4 L 
i 4 E:. 
: 


Company, and legye't no room / hy any bod: # to - 
be of another mind ; and ſuch Companions are 
 thanned by all wiſe Perſons, as being void of 
that modeſty and ſobriety which make men 
ſogiable and converſible ; but what ſhall we 
ſay to thoſe who are not only poſitive and dog- 
matical in 'their;common diſcourſe, bur aſſert” 
every thing almoſt which they ſay, upon Oath ? 
Certainly-4n this kind of Behaviour there is as 
much iu} Manners towards men, as there 15 rude- 
neſs towards' God; for what greater inſtance 
can-be given of an imperious: and a'peremptory 
temper, than to' ſeal our talk with Oaths, and 
leave no room for another to doubt of. what we 
_ fay, under the pain of accuſing us'of Perjury ? 
A modeſt- and wiſe man, when he delivers his _. 
jadgment in many things, where poſlibly. he 
mighe without fear of being accuſed'of Arro- 
Want? be peremptory and.conclufive, yet chu- 
ſeth to declare himſelf with rhat reſervedneſs , 
as may invite another man to ſhew all his rea- 
"ſons to the contrary, without fear of diſpleafing 
him; and this we. all know is a ons. S034 
ment to any 'man's Converfation,- andj/@&ex- | 
cellent uſe- to maintain peace, and goodwill, 
we good correſpondence in all Societies; Bur 
light is not more contrary to darkneſs, than'the 
_ cuſtom of Swearing I is to this human and gentle 
temper ; wheretore 1 ir betrays immodeſty and. 
arrogance. i 
Laſtly, it ade alſo from great vanity 
and tighrneſs of ſpirir, which. ApPHlny: 0 theſe ' 
two plain inſtances of 2 EE MES 
| > - od. ow 
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matters of ſerious | importance and conſideration, 
and ſuch as are frivolous, and of little coniſe- 
quence ; in treating thoſe with the ſame ſpirit 
and behaviour, that are ſuitable only to theſe, 


which isan uridoubted argument of child iſhneſs, 


and a frothy mind ; this 'is' that which the 


Swearer is apparently chargeable with z for 


otherwiſe how could he' in-the fame light hu- 
mour , wherein he is delivering ſomething to 


_ make the Company laugh, preſume to prophane 


ſo ſacred a thing as an Oath is, by accompany» 
or filly Jeſt with it 2 Does the taking 


of an Oath require no more ſeriouſneſs than is 


neceſfary to the telling of a Tale? Or can it 


| befirtorye ſo.gravea thing to a ſentence, which 


if it were written down, would withm an hour 
after, perhaps, appear hatcfully ridiculous? 
And yer nothing is "more common with thoſe 
that allow themſelves in this Sin, _ 

Secondly, It is an Argumentigf vanity to 
take more pains for the confirming of what we 
fay, than the thing doth at all deſerve. It is 


plain, that the greateſt! part of our Converſati-. 


on with one another by. diſcourſe and corre- 
ſpondence, doth not require any ſolemn -con- 
-- FSC of- the truth. of our words; much 
leſs the Teſtimony of an Oath; which being the 

VB. be mult be a very 
gh head Companion | that will throw it 


 yeſter rday, or maken Sn Prc miſe to his Friend 
cquaintance abour: the ordinarieſt matter, 
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but out comes an. Oath, or a Curſe, to bind his 
words withal : Methinks I could convince any 
man of ordinary ſenſe, that there is that levity 
and madneſs implied in this cuſtom, which if 
it were but ſeen in other things, would bring 
a man within the danger of Bedlam ; for ſup- 
' poſe a 'man were to make a Promife to his | 
Friend of that kind which ordinarily happens 
in our Converſation, as that he would give him 
a Viſit, or a Meeting where he ſhould appoint, 
but for the prefent would not ſuffer him to go, 
till he had gotten an hundred of his Neighbours | | 
together to be Witneſſes of his Promiſe;. whata |} * 
ridiculous Fancy would this be > AngY a man 
thould ordinarily do thus, he were likely ecough... 
to be begg'd, it any thing were to be gotten FY 
it ;, for nothing i is more plain, than that the or-"". 
 digary aſſurance of a man's word is ſufficient ' 
for theſe matters, and will either paſs for them, 
_ or he had as good be baniſhed out of human 
Society, or ſent to ſome other place ar leaf, 
where being not ſo well known, he may be the 
better truſted ; but *is as clear as when the Sun* I} du 
ſhines, that he that will nor make ſuch a Pro- I} 
_ miſe under an Oz th, nor let his Word go with- 
out calling Godsto witneſs it, by invoking bis * 
Juſtice and Vengeance if he fallifies, {for that's 
, the meaning of an, Oath) he does really. ten . 
' thouſand. tiunes-mgre-to confirm his Promiſe, 
11 ond Town and Countrey 
'rogether, than if he. had gotten ub Mankitk 
nay, and all the Af gels | is Heaye yan opether to. 
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Can there ably be a more ridiculous vanity 
thought of than this, to give away the belt ſe- 
curity I can afford of my fidelity, upon every 
_ trifle? I wiſh all thoſe who have been guilty of 
this Sin, would ſo endeavour after an ordinary 
Reputation amongſt men, as to be aſhamed of 
it for the future. . 
© Thus havel ſhown what thoſe evil Principles 
are from. whence Swearing in ordinary Con- 
verſation proceeds. It ccmes of irreverence 
towards God, carcleſneſs of being Forfworn, 
Immodeſty and Arrogance, Lightneſs and Va- 
nity of ſpirit; that is to ſay, it a man hath ei- 
ther the fear of God, or adcteſtation of Perjury, 
. or Modeſty, and good Manners, or any Sobri- 


Þ «ty and Seriouſnels, any 'one of theſe things 


f will be ſufficient to\keep him from uſing need- 
'N !:fs Oaths, and therefore the common Swearer 
is deſtitute of them all ; and confequently it 
muſt needs be a foul Immorality, which groweth 
out of a Complexion of all. thoſe eyil Principles 
that are contrary to theſe good and virtuous 
diſpoſitions. 
- Sonam © / 

Second place, to cxgim ine the pretences that 
are only poſſible to be alledged in the excuſe, or 
for the. mitigation of this Crime; and if T can 
ſhew, that evil is implied in theſe alſo, the cons. 
cluſion will yet be more evident, That whatſo> 
ever..in our ordinary Converſation is beyond 
affirmation agd denial, cometh of evil. 1do not * 
think that any y excuſes will be heard for that. : 
man. pl natonge: in any | known ſin, much leſs. 
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in his behalf who lives in the violation of ſo plain 
and eaſy a Law as this which forbids common 
Swearing ; but becauſe there are many given to 
this fin, who are ready to excuſe themſelves pre- 
ſently whenthey are admoniſh'd,and.to ask your 
pardon, if you ſeem to. be offended and grieved, 
and then think that they have given you reaſona- 
ble ſatisfaction, as they hope they have done the 
ike to God, by confeſling that truly they ought 
not to ſwear in this faſhion, and God forgive 
them for it,bur yer they go on ſtill todo the ſame 
thing ; one would think there were ſome notable 
Temptation to this ſin, which would go very far 
to extenuate the guilt of it, and which rendred 
the avoiding of it ſo very difficult, thatall the re 
gard which could reaſonably be expeted to be. 
given to that Law of God which forbids it, is to 
. confeſs our. fault, and cry God's mercy every 
time we commit it; and that a good-natur'd 
man ovght to be very well ſatisfied: with the - 
acknowledgment,.- T have already ſhewn, that 
this is a Sin which ſtands in need of an excuſe as 
much as any: T ſhall now ſhew, that there is ' 
none leſs capable of an excuſe, by examining 
what is uſually pretendedffor ir. I never heard 
that any Swearer ever fancied his Oathsto'be for 
his Health, or his Wealth; that they prolong his 
Life, or encreaſe his Eſtate; that they give the 
Wine a brisker'flavour, 'or bring the' Gamefter 
any good luck ; that they caſ@ him of his pains, 
gr ſct off his Pleafures. '. I fuppaſe you are all | 


* » 


*iculous aol! rel 
that follow ; as, 
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"fie of all, That ws are-an "Orndntent to+ : 
2 man ; diſcourſe; ; that they ſer off his language; &; 
and if they are well placed, they -make'a-' 
rence run the better, I ſhould have been aſh 

med to mention this excuſe, but that" they 

ſay it goes a great way, with ſome venoe. 
Now this very excuſe betrays Fanraſtical- 
neſs, and Pride, and comes of a fooliſh affeta- 
tion to be counted a Wit, which every body al- 
moſt knows to be an argument of a mean and 
degenerate ſpirit; the reaſon why at any time 
Oaths and profane Talk are affe&ted for this pur- 

_ pole, is, becauſe they are ſometimes obſerved to 
ſurprize the Hearers, which makes the profane 
Perſon.conceit that. his Wit is acknowled oed, 
when in truth it is only the extravagance Sad | 
boldneſs of his Talk that is wondred at. Folly, 
that is ſomething out of the road, is m COM». 

monly apt to. provoke laughter, than afarpris 
zal that is truly- -ingenious z and thereforeYy OF. 
2 man to have an Opinion of erly 
becauſe he is able to 1 the Company 2 
upon him, ariſeth from nothing but a mixture 
of Pride and Ignorance: As to. this particular 
matter of Swearing, it is plain'that an Oath 
ſignifies only to the affirming or op 4 of what 
is faid, but adds ie af to the u weight of the 
ſenſe; or to, Us 
may: ſtartle a mode & man, -but it cannot ple; 
any. wiſe. man, "% Decaulſc gt REKher mends, th 


i: 


pp but what. regard can. reaſonably 
to his Oath above his ſimple and bare word, as 
_we.uſe to ſay, who is known toſyear upon's 


SOR ns much Freedom: and diſcretion, and with] 
as good a grace as a man of the beſt quality 
and breeding can do? for the truth is, there is 


nothing required to this kind of pleaſantneſs, 


but-to get ones forhead furniſhed with Impu- 


dence : which it the meaneſt Peaſant be ca- 


pable of, he is then qualified for a good Com: | 


panion, meerly by having a memory large 
enough to take in half a dozen Oaths, 
Tongue-in his Head- to uſe them as occaſion 
ſerves ; which, experience ſhows, may be done 


_ without any oatural Sagacity, or Rules of Arr. 


2, It is ſometimes pretended by common 
Swearers, though I think but rarely, That men 
will not b:lieve them without. an 'Oath: and 
what is this but' to confeſs, they have been ſo 
notorzouſly given to Lying, that no body dares 
truſt them upon taneir bare word 2 for a man 


that is known tomake conſcience of ſpeaking the 
' Fevth, finds no difficulty of creating a behef of 


what he ſays amongſt any of his Friends, withe 
ont making any appeal toGod. Beſides, the Oath: 
of .a.common Swearer gives indeed but very 
little aſſurance of. the truch of what he ſays; if 
I know a manto be afraid. of an Oath, his Oath 


ſhall ſatisfy me beyond any other teſtimony ther 
he can givez-and upon the Oath of ſuch a man, 


a Court of Judicature may proceed with confi- 
be had 


 . ory 
**Y my 


occaſions? at he. does 1 not. lie, "is 
this I have.no peculiar-alh 


becauſe 


aA 


nce -by his Oath, 
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becauſe it is as ord 
ſpeak ; and therefore in Athens, a, Common 
Swearer's Oath was not allowed, nor accepted 
of in their Courts; and ſometimes the teſtimo- 
ny of a man of known Probity and Honour was 
admitted without it ; this laſt ſeems to-be imj- 
tated by the wiſdom of our Laws, which ſuppoſe 
the Aſſeveration of a Peer to be equivalent'to 
the Oarh of another man; and therefore for 


another man to Swear needlefly, is to diſparage 


the Reputation of his Fidelity ; but for a man of 


Honour to do ſo, 1s to renounce his Privilege ; 


and forany man todo thus, is not only to bring 
the honeſty of his Word, but the truth of his 
Oath allo into' queſtion. 


3- The moſt uſualexcuſe framed for the ex-_ 
Lenuation of this Impiety, is that of ſudden Paſſi- 


on ; thus when ſome men are a little provoked, 
or when theyare ſurprized with ſonie unexpected: 


good Fortune, or any unlook'd-for miſadventure. 
e or their Joy burſts - 


befals them, either theirRage © 
out preſently into Oaths, and they pretend they 
"cannot help it ; for they have no other way to 
diſcharge their minds, and give vent- to their 
Paſſions,. but by Ourſing and Swearing ; now. 


is not this a plain confeſſion, that they have loſt - 


the government of themſelves, and have uo rule 

over their own ſdirits > Socommon it is for men, 
while they are framing an excuſe for one fin, 
to betray themſelves guilty of another ; what 
potent mind, than that every petty accident is 


dhe ©9' percars” we 40-98 enteric, 6a 


hy, 


© - 
£1 
f * 


ary with him to ſwear, as to 


an lightly be given of an ime. 
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make him cs be his own man ral the fir br 
is over? And the truth is, though Paſſion be 
| brought in to mitigate the bulincſs,yet it is plain 
enough, that any trifling occaſion is able to ſerfan 
theſe men a ſwearing, that make this excuſe for;o 
themſelves; when provocation 15 alledged toll w 
4 mollify this Crime, one would think it muſtſſ« 
Fx ariſe from no leſs 2 cauſe thanif he ſhould find nis ch 
5 houſe in flames, or his friend attempting the ho-Whe 
nour of his bed; bur upon <xamination, this 
fame emotion and heat of ſpirit, is pleaded for an 
the begging of your pardon, when a man ſwears}; 
upon the moſt trifling and inconſiderable occa-Ey; 
fions: And what can excuſe that childithneſs and 
1umpotency of mind to which theſe men have 
thus given themſelves over? ' But let never ſuck 
extraordinary cauſes of joy, or grief, or anger, 
happeo, it is an unmanly thing to ſet no bounds 
3 to theſe Paſſions, and they are never leſs un- 
- , bridfed, than when we make ſuch undue expreſ- 
V fions of them, as Oaths and Curſes are ; St. James 
gives us this Rule, Above all things, my brethren, 
ſwear not, neither '% heaven, netther by the earth 
zor by any other Oath, Fames 5, 12, But the par- 
ticular Caſe wherein he thought this Rule was 
uſeful, was that of Aficion, for he had before 
exhorted-them to whom he wrote, to zake the 1; 
Prophets for an example of ſuffering affliftion, and ff in 
of patience, and particularly eeofomenges toll 
them the meekneſs and patience of Fob for hem tc 
imitation, 'ver. 10, It. But "they could nor if c: 
perfealy equal ſuch great examples as Fy. 7 " 
yet at leaſt he ſtrictly enjoins them not to lr: | 
frant- 
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Cdtorted o far nwwAnger a4 Impatience as to 

break forth into Oaths : But above all things, my 

brethren, ſwear not, but keep your ſelves within 

Ethe bounds of modeſt and Chriſtian Language ; 
tWand that they might ſee that he allowed them 
Eto have a ſenſe of the good and evil of this- 
of World, and was far from thinking it a Virtue to 
be ſtupid,and dull,and unconcerned abouteither 
SE the Comforts, or the Calamities of human Life; 
-F he direts them how they may convert the Paſ- 

SE fions which are thereby excited, to ari excellent: 

rand profitable uſe ; /s any man among you affiifted, 
SY let him pray; 1s any merry? let him fing Pſalms, 
ver. 13,15. If any man be overtaken with * 
worldly miſery, let him turn himſelf to more 
devout and earneſt Prayer, that God wouldei- 
:her remove his burden, or give him patience 
under it; if he be ſurprized with ſome new bleſ- 
SH ling, let him break forth into the Praiſes of God, 

- to: whoſe Bounty and Goodneſs he ſtands obli- 

% ged for it. Thus to/improve the excitations «: 
SWjoy and grief within us, is a demonſtration that 
»M our: Paſſions have nor overwhelmed our Reaſon- 
and Underſtanding, but left us the free uſe of 
-E our elves, to do what becomes us as Men and - 
$ Chriſtians 3 but in either caſe to: laſh out. into 
© Y Oaths, isa plain token of an impotent mind, that 
eB hath no rule over it ſelf, but is hurried away by 
4 intemperate Paſſions; which i is matter of ſo much. 
q 

r 

c 


ſhame to a reaſonable Creature, and;much more 
ſhould bluſh ro 


to Diſciple of Chriſt, that we 


confeſs'ſo much evil againſt our ſelves,” as to 
_ it the excuſe of ary other Sin. 


4. If 
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4. If Swearing be excuſed under the notio 
of a compliance with the cuſtom of other met 
- who are our Friends and Companions ; this pre 

tence indeed carries'a ſhew of civility and: kind 
nature; bur. for all that, is the ſillieſt that cal 
"readily be thought of, and the making of it ar 
gues a mean and degenerate mind z for althoug| 
in things of an innocent and indifferent nature 
tis commendable for men to remit of their ow! 
way and humour, and to fuit themſelves to th 
cuſtoms and manners of thoſe whom they co 
verſe with ; yet to be complaiſfant in all thing 
without exception, 15 the way to grow as proflif 
gate and vile as the Devil would wiſh any mat 
to be 3 for what wickedneſs could want Authe 
rity, if this pretence were once admitted 2 Wha 
is this but to proclaim, that a man hath loſt ay 


ſenſe of differehce between good and evil? Ang { 
' that he bath lefr oft-to judge all things accord g 
ing to their own nature; that he hath no;mor@}<«c 
-uſe left for his Reaſon ; thathis Conſcience is og 1 
longer in his own keeping, and that he is now i 
fit to herd with the Beaſts that follow the fore v 
moſt without ciſcretion ? . The Laws of Trurllfl {; 
and Goodneſs areimmutable; and anothergnan t 
violation of them, gives me nodiſpenſation to dg. o 
ſo too; .I-may not proſticute my Conſcience te t 
the Luſts of other men, who are to be governed] a 
by the Laws of God as well as I; it they call mi n 
reſolution not. to provoke: my. Maker,- an buff x; 
mour;in-this-matter I-were a Fool not to-be tena} 6 
cious of my own humour ;+in this caſe there can a 
beno rea/on why he that is in the right, ſhould gc 
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over to him that is wrong, unleſs ke that ſets the 
evilexample could change the nature of things, 
and makeevil not to beevil, and fin and puniſh- 
ment to be other things than what they are. 
Laſtly, The common way of excuſing raſh 
Oaths, by pleading an habit; implicth the great- 
eſt evil of this nature that can be ; for this-is 
but to confeſs that a man is guilty of this fin'in 
the: higheſt degree, an evil cuſtom being the 
heighth of wickedneſs. - * Ee 

Thus both by ſhewing what thoſe diſpoſitions 
are which lead to common Swearing, and by 
$ conſidering the excuſes that are uſually framed 
;n the behalf of 1t, I have diſcovered the Immo- 
rality thereof, and that it cometh of evil. 

might here add the Authority of Wiſe men, 
who had no particularRevelation to guide them= 
ſelves by, and yet condemned this practice, and 
 diſlwaded all men from: it ; for theſe Perſons 
could diſcover the evil of it only by the light of 
OY Natural Reaſon,which they could-not have done, 
ou if it-had not beemevil an its own nature. Plato 
re wrote ſmartly againſt Swearing upon light cau- 
url ſes; #7erocles tells us, It is adiſhonourto truth 
ny to confirm it lightly with an Oath. Zpifterus 
dx cives this advice, Avoid Swearing altogether,if 
te thou canſt ; if not, as much as thou canſt. In 
A a word, The wiſe and ſober Heathens were ge- 

i nerally of this mind, That an Oath was to be 


N 

Wy reſerved for Caſes of neceſlity ; and the:praQtice 
iy of common Swearing*was not'in uſe among{t 
al any: but 'Stage-players-and Slaves ;- nor do we 
2% ordinarily mect with Oaths in any of their Wri- 
" - --- -: J ters, 
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ters, excepting the Ooniedins and Ds of th 


diffolute Poets ; but the grave men and Philoſ . 
phers took not the liberty themſelves, and des 
horted others from it. And this may ſerve tt 
confirm us in the belief of jts Immorality z for 
what fo many wiſe: men agreed in condemn: 
ing, ſeems to be condemn'd as evil, by reaſons 


common to all men, and poſſibly ſuch as I hav! 


offered to your conſideration ; ſo great a ſhamg 


and jgnominy It is to Chriſtians to allow them 


ſelves in a Cuſtom ſo eaſy avoidable, that is conn 


demned by the light of Nature, however by thi 
Authority of the Son of God, whoſe Diſciple 
we profeſs our ſelves to'be. 


hus have I finiſhed what I had to ſay upc F 
this ſubjeQ, having been willing to ſay all tha 


was any way. proper to oppoſe a cuſtom ter 


ing ſo manifeſtly to the diſhonour of our Nati 


on, and the diſcredit of our Church, and: th 
ſcandal of Chriſtian Society, and finally, to thi 


ruin of Mens ſouls for ever; for without uni: 
'verſal obedience to the Laws of Chriſt, whereol 
this 1s one which I have been preaching to. you! 
' wecannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven! 

for which reaſon if T had choſen any other Com: 
mand of our Lordand Saviour to diſcourſe upon ; 
| Thad been as vehement in urging you to the obes 
dience of that, as I have been in preſſing this. .. 


Now the God of mercy grant. that we may wal, 
before him blameleſs, and be'boly in all manner , 
Converſation as becomes the followers of Jeſus ; : Z 
Him with the Father and the Holy Spirit be 2 


ted all 'C it 58 aud qlory, now, and for ev eV 


EINIS, 


> 


Amen. 


F 


